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Executive Summary

This report on “The Economic 
Impact of Scotch Whisky 
Production in the UK”, prepared by 
4-Consulting with the Scotch Whisky 
Association, illustrates the major 
contribution of the Scotch Whisky 
industry to the Scottish and broader 
UK economies. 

It explores Scotch Whisky’s direct 
contribution to GDP, the UK’s 
trade performance, employment 
in the industry, productivity, the 
supply chain, and the industry’s 
contribution to rural communities. 

Benefits to the Economy
Scotch Whisky adds £3.3 billion 
directly and its total impact is to add 
nearly £5bn overall to UK GDP. 

Every £1 of value added in the 
industry produces another £0.52 of 
value in the broader economy. In 
other words every £1 million of value 
added in the industry produces 
another £520,000 of value in the 
broader economy.

The industry is the UK’s largest 
single food and drink sector. It 
accounts for 25% of the UK’s food 
and drink exports. 

90% of its operating expenditure is 
within the UK. 

In value added Scotch Whisky is 
bigger than the UK’s iron/steel, 
textiles, shipbuilding, or computer 
industries; about half the size of the 
UK’s pharmaceuticals or aerospace 
industries; and one third the size of 
the entire UK car industry. 

Jobs

The industry supports 40,300 jobs 
directly and indirectly across the 
UK. 

Every job in the Scotch Whisky 
industry supports 2.7 further jobs in 
the broader economy.

Productivity 

Scotch Whisky workers are the 
second most productive in Scotland 
(behind energy). 

They are four times as efficient in 
terms of production as workers 
in Scotland’s aerospace and life 
sciences industries, and four and 
a half times more productive than 
workers in digital industries.

Scotch Whisky is worth nearly £5 billion in Gross 
Value Added (GVA) to the UK economy.

For every £1 million of value added by the  
Scotch Whisky industry, a further £520,000 is 
added across the rest of the UK.

Scotch  
Whisky

£ £ £ 

£ £ £

The industry supports  
40,300 jobs directly 
and indirectly across the UK.

Whisky producers spend £1.4 
billion each year on Scottish 

suppliers.

The Scotch 
Whisky industry 

is an integral 
part of the UK 

economy.

 More than 90%  
of operating expenditure is 

within the UK.
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Every £1 paid to Scotch Whisky 
workers generates a further £1.68 
in salaries for workers in the 
broader economy.

Exports of Scotch Whisky stood 
at £4.3 billion in 2013. 

Scotch Whisky accounts for about 
80% of Scottish food and drink exports 
and 25% of UK food and drink exports.

Every job in the  
Scotch Whisky industry 
supports 2.7 further jobs 
in the broader economy.

Scotch Whisky employees are more 
productive than those in any growth 
sector with the exception of 
energy (mainly driven by oil 
and gas). Scotch Whisky 
employees are now:

Four times as productive 
as workers in Scotland’s 
aerospace and life sciences 
industries
Nearly four and a half times 
more productive than workers 
in digital industries.

Around one in five workers are 
employed in rural communities. 

The industry sustains around 7,400 
jobs, around £900 million of GVA and 
around £250 million of income in rural 
communities.

In value added Scotch Whisky 
is bigger than the UK’s iron/

steel, textiles, shipbuilding, or 
computer industries.

Scotch  
Whisky

Scotch Whisky producers spend around  
£320m on suppliers based in the rest of 
the UK. The economic impact of Scotch 

Whisky on the rest of the UK economy 
generates £270m in value, around 
£150m in income and 3,300 jobs.

Salaries

Scotch Whisky workers are the third best 
paid in Scotland (behind energy and 
life sciences). They are better paid than 
employees in financial and business 
services. 

Every £1 paid to workers in the Scotch 
Whisky industry generates a further £1.68 
in salaries for workers in the broader 
economy.

Supply Chain

Every £1 paid to the industry’s supply 
chain sustains a further £0.54 in salaries 
to workers in the supply chain. 

Scotch Whisky producers spend £1.4bn 
a year on Scottish suppliers.

Rural Communities

The industry sustains around 7,400 jobs, 
around £900 million of GVA and around 
£250 million of income in Scotland’s rural 
communities.

Trade

The industry exports over £4bn 
annually. It is the UK’s second strongest 
contributor to national trade performance. 
The 2013 trade deficit would have been 
16% larger without the Scotch Whisky 
industry.
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1 The State of the Scotch Whisky Industry

1.1  At its peak during the 1970s, the 
Scotch Whisky industry accounted for just 
over 20,000 jobs across Scotland. But the 
start of the 1980s marked the start of an 
extended downturn in the industry, paving 
the way for significant structural change. 

1.2  Following that downturn and 
recovery, until the present day, the Scotch 
Whisky industry has expanded and 
consolidated. The industry includes a 
range of businesses, from smaller, family-
run operations to international enterprises 
with extensive overseas operations. 

1.3  The last decade in particular has 
seen substantial rises in the value of 
production, record investment, substantial 
gains in productivity, and a significant 
expansion in the value of exports of 
Scotch Whisky. In more recent years 
industry employment has also begun to 
increase1, and in very recent years silent 
distilleries have been re-opened, existing 
ones have been expanded, and new ones 
are being planned and opened. 

1.4  A small selection of projects 
is outlined here to illustrate recent 
investment in the Scotch Whisky industry. 

    Diageo’s new bottling plant in Leven 
opened in 2012 and supports around 
1,000 on-site jobs. 

    Chivas Brothers is undertaking a 
significant investment programme, 
including reopening the mothballed 
Glen Keith distillery in Banffshire. 
In 2013 and opening a brand new 
distillery at Dalmunach in 2014. A new 
bottling hall was opened in Paisley in 
2013.

    Edrington is spending £100 million on 
a new distillery and visitor centre at 
The Macallan in Speyside.

    In 2013, Wolfburn Distillery, near 
Thurso, was revived and restarted 
production, and Strathearn Distillery, a 
small distillery in Perthshire, opened.

    In 2014, Adelphi opened a new 
distillery at Ardnamurchan, including 
warehousing and a visitor centre; 
Kingsbarns Distillery opened in Fife, 
near St Andrews. 

Overall, there are plans for around 30 
new Scotch Whisky distilleries across 
Scotland and many new warehouses. 

1  4-consulting, December 2012. The latest Scottish Government data (Scottish Government Growth Sector Statistics Database) 
also show a small rise in employment in “spirits production” during the latest year for which data is available (2011).
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The Overall Picture
2.1  In 2013 the turnover of the Scotch 
Whisky industry was over £5 billion, an increase 
of 27% since 2008 (as stated in the SWA’s 
economic impact report published in 2010). In 
2013 it directly contributed almost £3.3bn in 
Gross Value Added2(GVA) to the UK economy, 
an increase of 21% since 2008. Growth in 
turnover has been higher than GVA, because 
new distillery capacity generates activity and 
turnover but takes longer to feed into profits and 
value added. 

2.2  The operating costs of the Scotch 
Whisky industry in 2013 were around £1.8bn, 
excluding employee costs. The industry 
employed nearly 10,900 workers, a 6% increase 
since 2008. Employee salaries totalled £520m, 
an increase of 12% since the same date, and 
an average salary of over £47,000 per person. 
Salaries in the Scotch Whisky industry are 
therefore relatively high compared to other 
industries in Scotland (see Chapter 3 for further 
details). 

2.3  The industry invested £142 million in 
2013, an increase of 31% since 2008. This large 
growth in capital investment, relative to turnover 
and GVA, reflects the breadth of investment into 
the Scotch Whisky industry outlined in this report. 

2 The Economics of the Scotch Whisky Industry

EMPLOYMENT TURNOVER  
(£m)

GVA  
(£m)

EMPLOYEE  
COSTS (£m)

INVESTMENT 
COSTS (£m)

20132008

KEY:

10,300
10,900

3,940

5,013

2,697
3,261

108

464

142

520

NOTE: Verso Economics (2010) for 2008 figures

Table 2.1: Scotch Whisky Industry (2008 and 2013)

2  Gross Value Added (GVA) is a measure of production used to measure growth and developments in an economy and individual industries. It is the best single measure of the overall contribution of an industry to the national 
economy. The UK Office for National Statistics (ONS) and the Scottish Government both provide a short summary of GVA (see web links) and how it can be used to benchmark production activities.
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The Economic Impact
2.4  The Scotch Whisky industry has direct, indirect, 
and induced impacts on the UK economy. Direct 
impacts measure the impact generated directly by the 
industry. Indirect impacts capture the employment and 
value generated by the links between businesses in 
the Scotch Whisky supply chain (for example, distillery 
purchases of cereals or transport services) and by 
capital spending. Induced effects arise through the 
spending of workers in the industry or the supply chain 
(for example, workers in a bottling plant support jobs on 
the high street of their local town when they spend their 
salaries). 

2.5  Taking all these impacts together, the Scotch 
Whisky industry adds around £5bn of value to the UK 
economy, supports 40,300 jobs, and supports salaries 
of £1.4bn to UK workers.

    In its direct impact, the Scotch Whisky industry adds 
value of nearly £3.3bn to the economy, employs 
10,900 workers, and generates £520m in salaries for 
its employees. 

    In indirect and induced impacts, the industry adds 
£1.7bn in value, supports 29,400 jobs, for example 
across the supply chain in areas such as packaging, 
and generates £875m in salaries. 

2.6  Most of this economic impact is felt within 
Scotland but a significant minority falls to the rest of the 
UK. 

    95% of the value added (£4.7bn) falls to the Scottish 
economy, 5% to the rest of the UK (£300m).

    89% of the salaries paid fall to Scottish workers 
(£1,245m), 11% to workers elsewhere in the UK 
(£150m). 

    About 92% of the jobs supported (37,000) are 
within Scotland, a further 8% (3,300) within the rest 
of the UK. 

Full detail is set out in Table 2.2 below.

Table 2.2: Economic Impact of Scotch Whisky in the UK (2013 £m and jobs)

          

DIRECT INDIRECT INDUCED TOTAL INDIRECT INDUCED TOTAL

GVA £3,261m £1,097m £328m £4,686m £210m £60m £270m £4,956m

Salaries £520m £573m £152m £1,245m £120m £30m £150m £1,395m

Employment 10,900 19,300 6,800 37,000 2,400 900 3,300 40,300

TotalRest of UKScotland
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2.7  The jobs and economic impact sustained in 
the rest of the UK are in a range of sectors including 
agriculture, capital equipment and business services.

2.8  There are substantial multiplier effects from 
the Scotch Whisky industry’s activity. 

   Every job in the industry helps to support 2.7 other 
jobs in the broader economy; 

   Every £1 of value added in the industry produces 
another £0.52 of value in the broader economy;

   Every £1 paid to workers in the Scotch Whisky 
industry generates a further £0.35 in salaries for 
workers in the broader economy;

   and every £1 paid to the industry’s supply chain 
sustains a further £0.54 in salaries to workers in the 
supply chain. 

Supply Chains

2.9  By mapping operating costs and investment 
to production categories it is possible to analyse 
the Scotch Whisky industry’s supply chains in more 
detail.3

2.10  Of the £1.8bn operating expenditure of the 
Scotch Whisky industry, 81% is spent on Scottish 
suppliers and 90% in the UK (against an average of 
80% for Scottish manufacturing industry overall).4 The 
remaining 10% is spent outside the UK. The pattern of 
purchases from suppliers based in the rest of the UK 
is similar to that of suppliers based in Scotland with 
dry goods (bottles, packaging), cereals, energy and 
transport & distribution accounting for the majority of 
purchases.

2.11  Of the £140m capital expenditure, only about 
30% is spent in Scotland, and 70% in the rest of the 
UK or overseas. This is because of the specialist 
nature of capital equipment: capital items like 
machinery, vehicles and software are less likely to be 
produced in Scotland. 

2.12  Scotch Whisky producers have significantly 
increased spending with Scottish suppliers in recent 
years. Part of this increased spending is a result of 
rising commodity prices where Scottish suppliers 
are particularly competitive. For example, energy 
accounted for 4.1% of operating costs in 2000, but by 
2008 this figure had doubled to 8.5%. 

2.13  The latest Input-Output data published by the 
Scottish Government and surveys of SWA members 
show around three quarters of goods and services 
purchased from outside of Scotland are sourced from 
suppliers in the rest of the UK. This suggests around 
£330 million of operating and capital costs were spent 
on suppliers in the rest of the UK.

Rural employment

2.14  Scotch Whisky production plays an important 
role in rural communities across Scotland. Distilleries 
are a source of jobs in areas that might otherwise find 
it hard to sustain them, and are strongly aligned with 
wider tourism activities in rural economies. 

2.15  The latest data published by the Scotch 
Whisky Association suggests that around one in five 
workers are employed in rural communities. This 
suggests that the Scotch Whisky industry sustains 
around 7,400 jobs, around £900 million of GVA, and 
around £250 million of income in rural communities 
across Scotland.

 

3 The latest Input-Output tables published by the Scottish Government (see web links) provide output (turnover), income, GVA and employment multipliers for over one hundred different production activities. 
4 The Scottish Government provides estimates of the proportion of operating costs that are sourced locally for a range of Scottish industries (as part of the Input-Output tables, see web links).

 £m Scotland UK Overseas Total

  Operating 
Expenditure

£1,420 (81%) £250 (14%) £80 (5%) £1,750 (100%)

 Capital £40 (30%) £80 (53%) £20 (18%) £140 (100%)

 TOTAL £1,460 (77%) £330 (17%) £100 (5%) £1,890 (100%)

All figures rounded to nearest £10 million.

Table 2.3: Industry Expenditure
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3 Scotch Whisky and Scotland’s Key Sectors

Energy 
(including  

Renewables)

£23.1

Finance and 
Insurance

£7.5

Creative Industries 
(including Digital)

£3.1

Food and Drink (including 
Scotch Whisky)

Scotch Whisky  
(direct only)

£4.8

£3.3

Sustainable Tourism 
(Tourism related 

Industries)

£3.2

Table 3.1: Scale of Growth Sectors and Industries 

GVA (£ billion)

Sector

£1.1

KEY:

Life Sciences

£1.2

Digital Industries

£1.2

3.1  The Scottish Government’s Economic 
Strategy identifies growth sectors, create high 
quality and sustainable jobs, and represent 
Scotland’s international comparative advantage. 
They include energy, financial services, food and 
drink (which includes Scotch Whisky), creative 
industries, tourism, and life sciences. This 
Chapter compares the Scotch Whisky industry to 
these sectors in various ways. 

Scale of the industry

3.2  Scotch Whisky is the third biggest 
industry in Scotland, behind energy and financial 
services. It constitutes about 70% of the whole 
Scottish food and drink sector. It is larger than 
tourism and the creative industries, and is nearly 
three times the size of Scotland’s digital or life 
sciences industries.

SOURCE: Scottish Government and ONS
NOTE: All benchmark data relates to 2012
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Productivity
3.3 Scotch Whisky employees add dramatically more value than those in 
any other growth sector apart from energy (ie mainly oil and gas). Scotch Whisky 
employees are over twice as productive as employees in the financial services 
sector, four times as productive as workers in Scotland’s aerospace industry and 
life sciences and nearly four and a half times more productive than workers in 
Scottish digital industries.5

Table 3.2: Productivity of Growth Sectors and Industries 

5 Based on Scottish Government figures (see web links). 

£0

TOURISM

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

AEROSPACE

CAR MANUFACTURING

BUSINESS SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

SCOTCH WHISKY

ENERGY

£100,000 £200,000 £300,000 £400,000
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Wages
3.4 Scotch Whisky employees earn higher wages than employees in 
most of the growth sectors. Only employees in energy and life sciences 
earn higher wages than workers in the Scottish drinks sector6 (note: Scotch 
Whisky salaries are likely to be higher than the average for the wider drinks 
sector). Strikingly, the median weekly wage in the Scotch Whisky industry is 
£50 per week higher than that in Scottish financial and business services. 

Table 3.3: Wages          

6  Scottish Government provides a series of growth sector and industry profiles covering wages. Data is only available for the drinks sector. As Scotch Whisky accounts for more than four fifths of Scotland’s drinks 
sector it is reasonable to use this as a conservative proxy; average wages in the Scotch Whisky industry are higher than for the drinks sector as a whole. 

£300

TOURISM

FOOD & DRINK

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

AVERAGE GROWTH SECTORS

FINANCIAL & BUSINESS SERVICES

SCOTCH WHISKY (DRINKS SECTOR)

LIFE SCIENCES

ENERGY

£400 £500 £600 £700 £800
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4 Scotch Whisky and the UK’s Key Sectors

Table 4.1: Scotch Whisky and other UK food and drink (value added)

0

SCOTCH WHISKY

MEAT

FRUIT & VEGETABLES

DAIRY

BEER

CHOCOLATE

SOFT DRINKS

CIDER

0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5
£ bn

4.1 It is well known that the Scotch Whisky industry is amongst the biggest in 
the UK’s food and drink sector. It is less well known that it is comparable in scale 
to industries that are often thought of as much larger at the UK level.

4.2  In value added terms, the Scotch Whisky industry is the largest single 
sector in the food and drink sector7. This is shown in Table 4.1.

7 ONS figures except for Scotch Whisky where the GVA figure from this report is used.
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Table 4.2: Scotch Whisky and other UK sectors (value added)

0

MOTOR VEHICLES

CHEMICALS

PHARMACEUTICALS

AEROSPACE

SCOTCH WHISKY

GLASS

COMPUTERS

IRON & STEEL

CLOTHING

TEXTILES

SHIPBUILDING

2 4 6 8 10 12

4.3 Table 4.2 below shows that Scotch Whisky is larger than the UK’s iron/steel, textiles, shipbuilding, or computer industries. It is 
approximately half the size of the UK’s pharmaceuticals or aerospace industries and one third the size of the entire UK car industry8.

8 ONS figures

£ bn
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5 Scotch Whisky and International Trade

Scottish Exports of Goods 
and Services

5.1  The Scottish Government’s 
latest Global Connections Survey (GCS) 
shows that the value of Scotland’s 
exports in current prices increased from 
£19.7bn in 2002 to £26bn in 2012, a 
nominal increase of 32%. Within this 
figure, manufacturing exports fell by 
11%, from £8.6bn to £7.7bn.

5.2  Scotch Whisky’s performance 
as an exporter has been dramatically 
different from these overall figures. The 
Scottish Government’s figures show 
an increase in exports from £1.9bn to 
£3.9bn, an increase of 111%. These 
figures are slightly different from (and 
use different methods of calculation 
than) those collected by HM Revenue & 
Customs, which show an increase from 
£2.3bn to £4.3bn, that’s an 87% jump. 
But clearly both sets of figures show 
the same broad picture, and make 
clear that Scotch Whisky exports have 
accounted for about 30% of the entire 
growth of Scotland’s exports over that 
ten-year period. 

UK Exports

5.3  Scotch Whisky makes a 
significant contribution to the UK’s 
trade performance. Although Scotch 
Whisky exports were only 1.4% of the 
UK’s total goods exports in 2013 , the 
industry’s contribution to the UK’s trade 
performance was stronger than that 
because most of the industry’s inputs 
derive from the UK. 

5.4  A big part of the UK’s pattern 
of trade is that intermediate goods 
are imported into the UK and are then 
incorporated into further goods for 
export. This means that gross export 
figures are a poor guide to an industry’s 
real contribution to trade performance. 
For example, mechanical machinery is 
the UK’s largest exported manufactured 
good, with exports at £41.7 billion in 
2013, but this was offset by imports of 
mechanical machinery of £36.0 billion, 
meaning that just £5.7bn was added to 
the UK’s balance of trade. 

5.5  In contrast, very little of the 
value of Scotch Whisky exports 
depends on imported goods in its 

supply chain (the principal exceptions 
are casks for maturation and some 
capital goods). Almost all the value 
is added in the UK. At net exports of 
£4bn, Scotch Whisky is actually the 
second biggest contributor within the 
goods sector to the UK’s net export 
performance (food and drink overall, 
of which it forms part, is the third) and 
without it the UK’s trade deficit would 
have been 16% larger in 2013. This 
makes it a bigger positive contributor 
to the UK’s trade position than many 
much bigger nominal goods exporters, 
for example, pharmaceuticals, aircraft, 
cars, or crude and refined oil. 

5.6  Finally, Scotch Whisky is a 
significant proportion of all UK food and 
drink exports. In 2013 Scotch Whisky 
exports were 25% of the UK’s £19.4bn 
total food and drink exports. In 2012, 
Scotch Whisky exports were almost 
80% of Scotland’s £5.4bn food and 
drink exports.

5.7  Tables 5.1 and 5.2 illustrate 
Scotch Whisky exports in comparison to 
other sectors.
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Rank Goods Export Imports Trade 
Balance

1 Mechanical machinery £41.7 £36.0 £5.7

- Scotch Whisky* £4.3 £0.2 £4.1

2 Medicinal & pharmaceutical products £21.5 £18.6 £2.8

3 Beverages (incl. Scotch Whisky) £7.0 £5.1 £1.9

4 Aircraft £11.4 £9.6 £1.8

5 Works of art £4.5 £3.9 £0.8

6 Iron & steel £6.1 £5.4 £0.7

7 Scientific & photographic £11.2 £10.8 £0.4

8 Fertilisers & other chemicals £5.3 £4.9 £0.4

9 Toilet & cleansing preparations £5.3 £5.1 £0.2

10 Cars £24.7 £24.5 £0.1

11 Organic chemicals £7.7 £8.2 -£0.5

12 Non-ferrous metals excluding silver £5.0 £5.8 -£0.9

13 Plastics £5.6 £8.0 -£2.4

14 Miscellaneous metal manufactures £5.3 £8.0 -£2.8

15 Refined oil £19.9 £24.0 -£4.1

16 Crude oil £19.4 £25.3 -£5.9

17 Road vehicles other than cars £6.8 £16.5 -£9.6

18 Other miscellaneous manufacturing £12.0 £23.0 -£11.0

19 Clothing £5.2 £16.6 -£11.4

20 Electrical machinery £25.0 £52.3 -£27.3

#

SOURCE: Office for National Statistics (ONS) and Scotch Whisky Association (SWA)
NOTE: Excludes the category “exports of unspecified goods” valued at £4.6 billion

Table 5.1: Trade Balance of Top 20 UK Exports 2013 (£ billion)

Scotch Whisky* - Imports of Scotch Whisky products and direct inputs (including bourbon casks) imported from outside 
the UK are included and rounded to the nearest £0.1 billion.
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Rank Goods exported Value

1 Mechanical machinery £41.7

2 Electrical machinery £25.0

3 Cars £24.7

4 Medicinal & pharmaceutical products £21.5

5 Refined oil £19.9

6 Crude oil £19.4

7 Other miscellaneous manufacturing £12.0

8 Aircraft £11.4

9 Scientific & photographic £11.2

10 Organic chemicals £7.7

11 Beverages (incl. Scotch Whisky) £7.0

12 Road vehicles other than cars £6.8

13 Iron & steel £6.1

14 Plastics £5.6

15 Fertilisers & other chemicals £5.3

16 Toilet & cleansing preparations £5.3

17 Miscellaneous metal manufactures £5.3

18 Clothing £5.2

19 Non-ferrous metals excluding silver £5.0

20 Works of art £4.5

SOURCE: Office for National Statistics (ONS) and Scotch Whisky Association (SWA)
NOTE: Excludes the category “exports of unspecified goods” valued at £4.6 billion

Table 5.2: Top 20 UK Exports 2013 (£ billion)
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Annex: Methodology, Publications and Notes

Methodology
4-consulting was commissioned by the Scotch 
Whisky Association (SWA) to undertake a study 
of the contribution that Scotch Whisky producers 
make to the Scottish and UK economies. 
The study updates the previous report (Verso 
Economics, 2010) which demonstrated the 
economic impact of Scotch Whisky production 
during 2008. An update to this study provided 
a summary assessment of the Scotch Whisky 
industry’s economic impact covering output and 
employment from 1912 to 2012 (4-consulting, 
December 2012).

This report shows the economic impact 
of Scotch Whisky during 2013. A detailed 
description of the methodology used is given 
in the previous report (Verso Economics, 2010) 
and is summarised in this report. 

The economic impact calculations are based 
on data published by the Scottish Government, 
Office for National Statistics (ONS), HM Revenue 
and Customs, data regularly published by the 
SWA and surveys of the SWA membership. The 
figures provided in this report are consistent 
with data published by the Scottish Government 
and the ONS but are updated given the range 
of information outlined above. The economic 
impact model for Scotland is based on the 
Scottish Government Input-Output tables (see 
web links).

This report also covers the economic impact 
of the Scotch Whisky industry on the rest of 
the UK’s economy. Information collected from 
Scotch Whisky producers included purchases of 
goods and services from suppliers based in the 
rest of the UK. These purchases were used in a 
separate economic impact model to show the 
activities and jobs supported by Scotch Whisky 
in the rest of the UK. This second model was 
based on ONS Input-Output tables (see web 
links) for the UK.

Baseline data for output, employment and the 
number of businesses for 2013 was available 
from the Inter Departmental Business Register 
(IDBR) made available by the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS). The Scotch Whisky Association 
(SWA) provided data on total exports and SWA 
members for 2013. More detailed data for the 
Scotch Whisky industry was available for 2012 
from the previous study and the ONS Business 
Register and Employment Survey (BRES). Data 
was also published as part of the Growth Sector 
Statistics Database (the database includes a 
profile of the Scottish Spirits Sector). Where 
appropriate, the summary data for 2013 was 
expanded drawing on industry characteristics 
from the previous year (2012) and previous 
economic impact studies. 

Publications
4-consulting (December 2012) Scotch Whisky & Scotland’s 
Economy A 100 Year Old Blend 

DTZ Pieda Consulting (January 2003) The Economic Impact 
of the Production of Scotch Whisky, Gin and Vodka in 
Scotland 

Verso Economics (May 2010) The Economic Impact of Scotch 
Whisky Production in Scotland 
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Green Investment Bank: Scottish 
whisky distilleries become more 
sustainable
http://www.greeninvestmentbank.com/
media-centre/gib-news/scottish-whisky-
distilleries-become-more-sustainable.
html

Scotch Whisky Association: SWA 
Annual Review 2013
http://www.scotch-whisky.org.uk/
news-publications/news/swa-annual-
review-2013

Scottish Government: Government 
Economic Strategy
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
Publications/2011/09/13091128/0

Scottish Government: Growth Sector 
Statistics Database
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/
Statistics/Browse/Business/Publications/
GrowthSectors

Scottish Government: Input-Output 
tables
www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/
Browse/Economy/Input-Output

Office for National Statistics: 
Understanding GDP and How it is 
Measured
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/elmr/
explaining-economic-statistics/
understanding-gdp-and-how-it-is-
measured/sty-understanding-gdp.html

Office for National Statistics: Input-
Output UK National Accounts
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-
method/method-quality/specific/
economy/input-output--uk-national-
accounts/index.html

Office for National Statistics: 
Regional Gross Value Added (Income 
Approach)
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/regional-
accounts/regional-gross-value-added--
income-approach-/december-2013/stb-
regional-gva-2012.html

 

Web links
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Scotch Malt Whisky  
Production 
from grain to glass

BLENDING & BOTTLING
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Barley Hop

barley floor

kiln over
mash tun

wash back
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The Scotch Whisky Association
20 Atholl Crescent, Edinburgh EH3 8HF

t: 0131 222 9200 e: enquiries@swa.org.uk
w: www.scotch-whisky.org.uk

@scotchwhiskySWA


